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WANTED:

Nanny! Live in/out. Must
be willing to adore our

little ones. And do house-

work, even though we said
you wouldn’t have to.

English-speaking a plus!

For Scarsdale’s moms, working or

otherwise, a nanny is a must. But

how can you find that perfect, loving

caregiver—and then hold on to her?
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t’s 7 a.m. On any given weekday, all over
Scarsdale alarm clocks go off in the
spare bedrooms of spacious homes and
a live-in nanny gets up to begin her day,
which won’t end until 6:30 p.m. or later. If
she doesn’t live in, a harried parent is rush-
ing to the train station to pick her up. She
may or may not speak English, she may or
may not like her job, which, of course, is
caring for your children. In most cases, she’s
paid off the books and, in some cases, quite
generously. And for many families, she’s an
indispensable member of the household.
When it comes to choosing child care,
a nanny is hands down the most popu-
lar option in Scarsdale. Why? “Conve-

*Names changed to protect privacy.

nience,” says Susan Tokayer, founder and
director of Family Helpers, a Dobbs Ferry-
based agency that has placed nannies in
Scarsdale and homes across the county.
“Lots of parents just don’t want to drag
their kids out of the house at 7 a.m.,” she
says. “They also prefer the one-on-one
attention their children will get.”

Having a nanny on board also stream-
lines the morning routine, especially for
working parents with children of varying
ages. Instead of first schlepping a preschool-
er to a child-care center and then older kids
to one or more schools, you simply give
everyone a smooch good-bye and head for
the Metro-North station. A nanny in the

house also means you don’t need to miss
work every time one of your kids gets an
ear infection—and eliminates those frantic
“get back here quick” calls because Joshua
threw up during math class.

For Deirdre Verne, a college professor,
mother of a preschooler and a kindergar-
tener, and Edgemont resident, having a
nanny is a must. “There’s no school busing
here,” she says. “It drives me crazy.”

In addition to the convenience, having
a nanny simply provides a better fit for the
Scarsdale lifestyle. Many school-age kids go
to a variety of lessons and activities after
classes, while younger children may attend
a morning nursery program and then have
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